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The COVID-19 pandemic has adversely affected the lives of people around the wéii hin milligiis of ways . Due to this severe
epidemic, all countries in the world have been affected by all aspects, mainly ecot hic/ggausidely discussed that the COVID-19
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JR AN T (1% BLmg L & r):

I cannot stop laughing.

Earlier today, I came across one of the weirdest papers yet that
I've ever come across in the scientific literature.

I admat that my first thought was that it was a joke paper in a
predatory journal. But no. It was a serious publication, in a serious
jgournal, published under the Springer Nature label, no less.

And like all proper scientific publications, it had a title, an
abstract, and+++ No, wait. It did not have an abstract. What it had
instead was:**

A pumping elephant.

Sertously. A pumping elephant.

But if it was not a joke paper, then what was it? Having noticed
that the paper’s authors were all Chinese, it occurred to me that
perhaps it’s a mistranslation. The Al Claude quickly confirmed my

suspicion. Apparently, the authors mistranslated “ Abstract” as
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“FE” (chouziang) in Chinese, which does mean “abstract” but
in the sense of “abstract concept” rather than “summary of a
paper” . They then literally translated 4% (chou), which can mean
“to pump” and % (viang), which can mean “elephant” .

So perhaps it was an embarrassing but ultimately innocent mis-
take by the paper’s authors.

The same cannot be said about the journal’s editorial staff.
That such a glaring piece of nonsense made it to the pages of a
reputable journal signals a complete lack of copy-editing and edito-
rial supervision.

To their credit, the paper was ultimately retracted. And it only
took about three and a half yearss:

I asked Midjourney to create for me a pumping elephant. Clearly
inspired by Verne’s famous movel, The Steam House, Midjourney
produced some wonderful steampunk pumping elephants. This is my
favorite so far.

Incidentally, there are also YouTube videos of bona fide pump-

ing elephants: Elephants that learned to use a water pump.
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