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{Reviewer's remark: Granville was listed as a co-author of this paper without his permission. An erratum to this effect is being published in Acta
Math. Sin. (Engl. Ser.) 19(2003), no. 1.}
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Re: On the paper Acta Math. Sinica, 2002, Vol 18, No. 2, pp. 277-288

From Andrew Granville <andrew@dms.umontreal.ca>
Date Fri 2026-04-10 00:28
To  Academia Insider <xsqzgr@hotmail.com>

Dear Ms Fang
This was a long time ago and the result of a misunderstanding.

Tianxin Cai came to visit the University of Georgia for a few months where | was then a prof, in around 2000 --1 can't remember
exactly when.

He worked on this project under my supervision. | am not sure whether he asked me to put my name on his work (as | had helped
him)

but | did not agree (but his english was not so good so maybe he misunderstood me).

The paper was first published | believe in Chinese in a Chinese journal and | knew nothing about that. Later when it was due to
appear in the journal that did translantions of selected papers in Chinese journals | got sent the paper and was very surprised. |
asked everyone to remove my name but, as you say, they did not do a good job of that and | gave up trying!

| am don't think there really was "identity theft" or any real attempt to do a bad thing. | hope it was simply a mistake.

Back then few people in China spoke good English and there were many misunderstandings -- today professors in China speak
excellent English and there is much less chance of misunderstandings.

Certainly | would not feel comfortable making any accusations.

Best wishes
Andrew Granville

On Wed, Apr 8, 2026 at 3:05AM Academia Insider <xsqzqr@hotmail.com> wrote:

AVIS: Courriel externe. Soyez vigilant.

Dear Prof. Granville,

This is Ms. Fang, a volunteer of the non-profit website Academia Insider (https://academiainsider.org). The website mainly reports/
discloses events of Chinese academia with the mission of safeguarding the academic integrity.

May | consult something that happened to you more than two decades ago (aha, memory test)? The other day, | came across an
unusual erratum at the end of a paper https://doi.org/10.1007/s10114-002-0210-x

Erratum: GRANVILLE Andrew (Department of Mathematics, University of Geogia, Athens, GA30602, USA)
is not an author of the following paper: On the Residues of Binomial Coefficients and Their Products Modulo
Prime Powers, Acta Mathematica Sinica (English Series), 18(2), 277-288 (2002)

The erratum is about the paper https://doi.org/10.1007/s101140100144 (say 2002 paper, attached).

Here are my questions
1. Did you and Tianxin Cai have any correspondence on the research topic before the submission of 2002 paper? | notice that
you and Cai have never collaborated before and after.
2. 2002 paper was published in a Chinese journal (though English edition). How did you notice that your name appeared in the
paper in the first place? The good thing is that the reviewer Ronald Evans of MR1910963 also noticed the erratum, so he had
added a Reviewer's remark therein.

If you would like to share more comments about this identity-theft experience or the 2002 paper itself, please tell us. We, the
website, may want to disclose some stories behind the erratum to our Chinese readers. In particular, we will include our complaint
about editorial office of the journal Acta Math. Sinica. (i) The journal should have put the erratum in an independent spot rather
than attaching it to a paper. (ii) On the webpage https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s101140100144 of the 2002 paper, there
is no link referring to the erratum. The bad consequence is that later publications still cite 2002 paper as Cai-Granville paper.
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